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but the reliability of implementation
methods is regarded as unknown.
• Preservation Concerns/Solutions:
All libraries reported that preservation
arrangements needed to be more robust.
Several noted that they do not (yet) raise
this issue with publishers routinely but
expect to do so as eBooks become a more
permanent part of the collections.
• Role of Portico in E-Book Preservation: All of the libraries interviewed
expressed a desire for Portico to undertake eBook preservation as a way of
facilitating a more secure transition to
reliance upon eBooks and permanent
inclusion of this content into the collections, but the expressed urgency of this
need varied considerably across institutions and disciplines. The greatest sense
of urgency was expressed by librarians
responsible for medical collections.

Technical and Preservation Summary
The publisher participants in the survey
provided sample content for the technical portion of the study. One reason these particular
publishers were selected to be invited into
the survey was to cover as wide a variety of
formats and platforms as possible, including
eBook products in standard formats such as
OEB, monographs created and/or hosted in
journal systems, high-end reference publications, and output from digitization projects for
older monographs.
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Carol Richman

What About eBooks?
from page 42

Born and lived: Boston, MA, El Salvador, Los Angeles, Chicago, Baltimore.
professional career and activities: English teacher and professor.
family: My husband and our pets!
in my spare time I like: Bicycling, hiking, sitting on the beach reading.
favorite books: Anything by Eudora Welty and great non-fiction.
pet peeves/what makes me mad: People who stand at the top of the escalator
and not move — looking bewildered…
philosophy: Sighing helps clear the mind…
most memorable career achievement: ?
goal I hope to achieve five years from now: Decide what I would like
to do in retirement…not retire but do something else…
how/where do I see the industry in five years: I think it will be greatly
changed and much the same…technology will truly guide events and how we
learn, do research, and conduct business. But libraries will still exist…I have
been in this industry for a while and I remember the head of Welch Library at
Johns Hopkins telling me that libraries were going to be a thing of the past, that
everything would be online…that was over 20 years ago…and, here we are
today. So, in five years, there will be a few changes, but libraries will be that
much stronger.

• Content on Custom Websites: This
was the most problematic data in the
study as there were no other data formats
beyond the Website
HTML available.
“... libraries are still experimenting with HTML Web pages
notorious for
eBooks and how to properly include them in are
lack of standards
their collection development strategies ...” compliance and
none of the sites
examined had fully
valid HTML and many suffered from
Technical Findings:
hard-coded relative file paths.
• Content in Standard eBook Reader
• High-end Reference Works: These are,
Formats: There are a number of
in effect, custom-designed and semantistandard eBook readers and formats,
cally-rich databases and they do not
including Open eBook Publication
lend themselves to generic preservation
Structure (OEB) and its successor, the
approaches, at least not without serious
.EPUB family of standards which has
loss of meaning. Each preservation
been recently released. eBook content
project of this type will require a custom
produced for eBook readers is inherently
preservation plan.
standards-driven and highly uniform
across publishers; this is in contrast to
In comparison to the current e-journal
e-journal content which is designed to
content seen by Portico, the best eBook conwork specifically in the publisher’s own
Website or delivery platform of choice
and can be highly idiosyncratic.
• Content Created or Hosted on e-jourRumors
nal Systems: This content is typically
from page 40
PDF plus HTML with XML source files
behind the HTML. It is similar to the
1938, will be posted from his political diary
vast majority of the content in Portico’s
when Orwell was “consumed by the clouds
current e-journal preservation program.
gathering” for the second World War. Jean
It may present some metadata challenges
Seton, a professor at the University of Westas a number of publishers may be offerminster in London, had the idea for the blog
ing monographs via a journal delivery
and administers the project. Seton says the site
system, bending the metadata structures
in the process.
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tent is much more straightforward: the eBook
standards have jumped ahead of the e-journal
standards and provide a more robust basis for
content management and long-term content
preservation. The worst eBook content is no
worse than the messiest e-journal content — the
difficulties that may arise for preservation will
be due to lack of scale and resulting costs. For
journals, the significant variations in data tend
to be between titles, not at any smaller levels;
in contrast, some of the eBook data studied
varied from monograph to monograph.

Conclusions
While libraries are still experimenting with
eBooks and how to properly include them
in their collection development strategies,
the eBook publishers are immediately ready
to implement a preservation strategy. The
technological analysis of the study shows that
even the more difficult eBook content will be
no more difficult than e-journals.

will be publishing at least until 2010 and has
received many visitors. The original material
can be found in University College London
where many of our ATG friends are located
— Anthony Watkinson, David Nicholas,
Liz Chapman are just a few of them. But. As
we all know, putting the material on the Web
will make it more visible and accessible. See
— “What George Orwell Wrote, 70 years Later
continued on page 55
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